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NIGER DELTA UNIVERSITY
Wilberforce Island, Bayelsa State, Nigeria

Motto
Creativity, Excellence, Service

Vision
To be a centre of excellence defined by well articulated programme

that will produce creative and innovative minds

Mission
To strive to maintain an international reputation for high

quality scholarship, research and academic excellence for the 
promotion of thesocio-cultural and economic well-being of mankind

NIGER DELTA UNIVERSITY ANTHEM
(THE BRIGHTEST STAR)

Like the brightest star we are, to lead the way

To good education that is all our due,

The dream of our fathers like the seed has grown;

Niger Delta University if here to stay.

Let us build on this noble foundation

And with love, let our dedication increase,

To rise and uphold this noble vision

Ev’ry passing moment let our zeal never decrease.

In all that we do, let us bring to mind

Our duty as staff and students of N.D.U

Ev’rywhere to promote peace towards mankind.

Creativity, Excellence and Service

CHORUS

Rejoice, great people old and new, rejoice

For the good fruit through us is shown;

Be glad in our worthy contribution

To the growth of humanity (x2)
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Dedication

This Inaugural Lecture is dedicated to the Almighty God, 

my Creator, Enabler and Sustainer.
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Preamble

It is with gratitude to Almighty God and a deep sense of 
th

humility that I stand before you all to deliver the 59  

inaugural lecture to this great University. I want to thank the 

Vice Chancellor, for creating the enabling environment for 

inaugural lectures in this University.

Vice Chancellor Sir, Ladies and Gentlemen, inaugural 

lectures are very important in a university system, as it is an 

opportunity to introduce a new Professor, who must have 

presented his research notes to justify his appointment. 

According to Amund (2000), inaugural lectures also afford 

the opportunity to bring the town and gown together in a 

celebration of academic excellence. He went further to quote 

the words of the former Vice Chancellor of University of 

Lagos, Prof. Jelili Omotola: “a Professor who didn't give an 

inaugural lecture is like a new-born child without a naming 

ceremony”. According to him, an inaugural lecture is the 

main mode of celebration of a new chair in the University 

environment. A Professor, during the lecture may choose to 

achieve the following goals (Ogunye, 1981):

1. Concentrate on the development of the Department, if 

the lecturer is also the occupant of the chair to which 

the headship is attached.

vii



2.    A general topic where the Professor considers he has 
something fresh and stimulating to his audience.

3. Disseminating the lifelong research findings of the 

Professor within the general framework of his 

discipline.

I hope to stimulate this audience with some new ideas and at 

the same time reel out some of my research findings. Today, it 

is on record that this is the second inaugural lecture to be 

given by a Professor in the Department of Fisheries of the 

Niger Delta University. Prof. (Mrs) Abiodun Oluseye 

Adeyemo, MFS gave the first in 2016. This is also the fourth 

in the Faculty of Agriculture. It is therefore my singular 

honour to stand before this august gathering to present my 

lecture entitled “Fishing for Solutions in Niger Delta: the 

dilemma of a Fisheries Scientist”.

Mr. Vice Chancellor Sir, my first love was Veterinary 

Medicine, until my dad told me to pick admission form into 

the Fisheries College in Lagos, while waiting for admission 

into the University. I obeyed, but rejected the idea the 

moment I was offered admission into the Federal College of 

Fisheries and Marine Technology, Victoria Island, Lagos, to 

read Fisheries Technology. My argument was that it would be 

a waste of fund and a distraction to me. 
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My dad would not take that for an excuse, but, insisted I must 

“obey before complain”. I obeyed and resumed studies in 

October 1991. However, during the orientation programme, 

when we were taken through facilities, equipment and sea 

going vessels of the College and the adjoining Nigeria 

Institute for Oceanography and Marine Research (NIOMR), 

Victoria Island, Lagos, I got fascinated and fell in love with 

fisheries immediately, and I said “NO MORE GOING 

BACK”. Since then, I have had several opportunities to cross 

over to my original dream, but my love for fisheries will not 

allow me. This love has since ignited in me, a flame, which 

has fueled me into fishing for solutions anywhere I found 

myself, whether in the office, home, church, neighbourhood, 

classroom and even in the aquatic environment.

Before I was employed into the Department of Fisheries of 

Niger Delta University, as an undergraduate student, I had 

carefully observed the activities of two of my teachers in the 

Department of Fisheries in then Rivers State University of 

Science and Technology, Nkpolu-Oroworukwo, Port 

Harcourt, Prof. John Famokuma Alfred-Ockiya and Ven. Dr. 

Azikiwe Japhet Teigha Otobotekere, who were actively 

involved in several consultancy and research activities in 

Niger Delta.  In addition, their brilliance and articulation in 
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explaining some fisheries and environmental phenomena in 
the Niger Delta attracted me into Fisheries Biology and 
Management. I love field work and travelling. And my mind 
was made up concerning my speciality in Fisheries.

And so, today I will be discussing my area of speciality, 
Fisheries Biology and Management, with the title, “Fishing 
for Solutions in Niger Delta: the dilemma of a Fisheries 
Scientist”.

In this lecture, I will be telling you what Fisheries Science 

entails, what we have been doing, the challenges we have 

faced in carrying out our mandate and the way forward.
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